
JOIN US FOR A BOOK TALK!

You are invited to join Julia Hulka, Michigan Conference Secretary of Program 
Resources in a Book Talk on Tuesday, June 9, 2026, at 7 p.m. via Zoom.

“The Personal Librarian” by Marie Benedict & Victoria Christopher Murray

This is a Nurturing for Community book in the 2026 Reading Program

Named a Best Book of the Year by NPR and a Good Morning America Book Club 
Pick, this historical novel explores the life of J. P. Morgan’s personal librarian, 
Belle da Costa Greene, a Black American forced to hide her true identity and 
pass as White. In her twenties, Belle was hired by J. P. Morgan to curate a 
collection of rare manuscripts, books, and artwork for his newly built Pierpont 
Morgan Library. She became a fixture in New York City society and one of the 
most powerful people in the art and book world. But Belle has a secret—she is 
the daughter of Richard Greener, the first Black graduate of Harvard and a well-
known advocate for equality. 

Register for this great discussion by emailing Julia Hulka at jahulka49@gmail.com
Deadline for registration is June 7th.

Reading the book is not required for participation but will be helpful!
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